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PREFATORY NOTE

FREQUENT visits to France, and the deep interest which

it is impossible not to feel concerning recent as well

as current events, have suggested the writing of this .

small book, with the view of presenting a simple
intelligible History of the French nation—its. Rise,

~ Progress, Revolutionary Tumults, and Reverses, with _

such remarks as spring from some acquaintance with

the condition and character of the people. Of course,
the book is in no respect designed to supersede the
perusal of larger and more exhaustive works, of whlch
there is an abundance.

The Story of France, though I may not have been

successful in telling it, offers more than matter of ente:é:“

tainment. ‘In the whole range of Historical literature,

nothing presents so instructive a WARNING.
' W..C.

" EDINBURGH, May 1871.
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FRANCE:

ITS HISTORY AND REVOLUTIONS.

CHAPTER L
THE GAULS—CONQUEST BY THE ROMANS.

THE country now known as France was, two thousand
years ago, occupied by different tribes, chiefly of
Celtic origin, who had made considerable advance as re-
gards the arts and social circumstances. Some centuries
previously, the Greeks had established small colonies
at various places along the coast of the Mediterranean,
near the mouth of the Rhone, and communicated to
the natives a knowledge of sundry useful arts and com-
mercial pursuits, The principal Greek settlement was
called Massilia; whence the modern name Marseilles.
At the time our history opens, the country was named
GALLIA by the Romans, a designation which, transformed
into GAUL by the English, we may trace to the original
term Cdtz or Kelte, the Celts, and which we see per-
petuated in the familiar words Gae and Gaelic.

As modified by intercourse with the Greeks and
Romans, the Gauls were by no means in a state of
barbarism. They had fortified towns, with a civil and
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8431 LOTHAIR'S KINGDOM. 19

We are not, however, to confound this ancient Bur-
gundian kingdom with the dukedom of Burgundy, which
was a creation of the tenth century, and consisted of a
territory in the valley of the Sadne.

While the Franks have communicated the name
France to the larger portion of old Gaul, they are
remembered in Germany by the names of two cities—
Frankfort-on-the-Oder, and Frankfort-on-the-Maine—the
latter having been constituted the capital of the German
empire at the great upbreak of the Frankish dominions
in 843. They were likewise commemorated in the
name Franken (in general literature, Franconia), applied,
until comparatively recent times, to a district of country
which included the archbishopric of Mayence. What
concerns us here is the history of West Frankland, the
France of modern times,



CHAPTER IIL

FRANCE BECOMES A DISTINCT MONARCHY, 843—SETTLE-
MENT OF THE NORMANS—THE CAPETIAN DYNASTY.

BY the treaty of Verdun, 843, Charles, grandson of
Charlemagne, and distinguished as Charles the
Bald, was invested with the greater part of old Gaul,
which in the way we have described became known as
France. The French monarchy, therefore, apart from all
Teutonic connection, dates from the middle of the ninth
century, and was hereditarily a branch of the Carlovingian
dynasty. Correctly speaking, Charles the Bald was the
first king of France, though he is not ordinarily so styled.
At the time of his accession, France had considerably
advanced in population, and the greater number of the
presently existing towns had come into existence.
Things generally, however, were in an unsettled con-
dition. The country was harassed with an entirely
new order of invaders by sea, who came from the north
of Europe. Known as Northmen, or Normans, they
issued in warlike incursions from Scandinavia, part of
which is the modern Denmark, and made havoc with
the newly set up kingdom of France. In their vessels
they ascended the Seine and the Loire, besieging Paris,
and plundering and burning Orleans.
These Norman invasions in the latter half of the ninth
and beginning of the tenth century, constitute another
















































36 FRANCE.

ended the great French war, about the time when it
could no longer be prosecuted; for in 1455 began in
England the Wars of the Roses, between the rival
Houses of York and Lancaster, during which, after a
hundred and fourteen years of harassing intermittent
hostilities, France was left in peace to pursue the work
of internal organisation.

It is melancholy to consider what wrongs were in-
flicted on France by the long war which Edward III.
had, in defiance of every legal right, begun in 1339 ; for
it could be shewn that the protracted struggle of the
French against English aggression did much to retard the
social progress of the country. As if to add a sentiment
of traditional bitterness to the injuries which France had
been made to endure, Edward styled himself King of
France, as well as of England; and this empty title,
often remonstrated against, was continued through suc-
cessive dynasties, till it was abandoned by George IIL
at the close of the eighteenth century.




































48 FRANCE.

religious persecution, and in wars which were waste-
ful of national resources. Nor should we omit to state
that the frivolities and profligacies of the court of
Frangois Premier, had that injurious effect on public
morals which served to perpetuate the rule of a cen-
tralised despotism. .

The wars in which Charles VII. had been engaged
in his recovery of France from the English, led to the
levying of certain taxes, one of which, the taille, as has
been seen, pressed heavily on the rural population.
Instead of lessening, Francis I. increased the taxes. An
impost, which was perhaps more cruel than the taille,
was the gabelle, a tax on salt, the collection of which was
intrusted to officials called gabeleurs, whose rigorous
operations led to frequent popular outbreaks. It would
appear that the imposing of these burdens pressed more
on the conscience of Francis I. in his dying moments,
than his cruelties towards the Vaudois and others who
had ventured to differ from him in religious belief. He
died 31st March 1547; his last counsel to his son,
Henry, being to lighten the burden of the taxes, and to
beware of the ambitious family of Guise.



CHAPTER VL

HENRY I1L.—FRANCIS II,—CHARLES IX.—HENRY IIL—
1547-1589.

THE period of forty-two years, to which we have

now to call attention, is painfully memorable for
those revolting, and, in a political sense, disastrous
persecutions on account of religion, which, having begun
in the reign of Francis I., culminated in the massacres
of St Bartholomew, and the regal assassinations of
Blois. To understand rightly the course of events
signalised by these horrors, a few explanations seem
desirable.

From the fourth century, when Gaul was occupied
by the Romans, there had grown up in France a great
ecclesiastical hierarchy in connection with the Church
of Rome, which, expanding in dimensions, and enriched
by endowments, had become the most firmly fixed
institution in the country. In virtue of a concordat
between Francis I. and Pope Leo X., the appointment
to benefiees and some other privileges had been con-
ceded to the crown, and the Gallican church was
accordingly shorn of some of its original and independ-
ent action. But, taken under the protection of the
state, it suffered nothing in things spiritual. Dynasties
came and went; laws and fashions altered; but the
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8o FRANCE.

under circumstances of great cruelty, his body being
torn asunder by horses. From the fullest examination
of particulars, the conclusion come to is, that the culprit
had no accomplices, and the real cause of his crime was
fanaticism, degenerated into monomania.

The murder of Henri Quatre caused profound grief
to the Parisians, who commemorated him as the ¢ Great’
and the ‘Good.’ Eulogies were pronounced on his
merits, and statues were erected to his memory. Sully
was inconsolable, and France felt that it had lost the
best of kings. A song, Vive Henri Qualre, set to an
air of which he is said to have been fond, is still
conspicuous in the popular anthology of France.



CHAPTER VIIL
| LOUIS XIIL— 1610-1643.

AT the death of Henry IV. in 1610, his eldest son,

a boy nine years of age, became king, with the
style of Louis XIII.; and his mother, the queen-
dowager, Mary de” Medici, became regent during his
minority. Mary was a weak-minded woman, wholly
without self-reliance ; she ruled by the advice of para-
sites, and to gain their support bribed them with money,
places about court, and appointments to the govern-
ment of towns and fortresses. Soon all the money that
by previous good management had accumulated in the .
treasury was dispersed, in a wholesale system of demor-
alisation. 'As proceedings of this kind would have
been repugnant to Sully, he was civilly dismissed with a
present of 300,000 livres, in acknowledgment of his
services. Retiring from the court, he occupied himself
in writing his Memoirs, and died at his chiteau of
Villebon, near Chartres, in 1641.

The queen’s chief confidant and director was the wife
of an Italian who had come with her to France, named
Concini ; and, influenced by her, she created Concini
Marquis d’Ancre, and raised him to be Marshal of France.
The native nobles were so enraged, that, to avoid an

insurrection, and to adjust matters, Mary had her son
F


























































































1715.] DEATH OF LOUIS X1IV. 111

Boyne, 1st July 1690, belongs to British history. At the
death of Louis XIV., France was politically and physically

- prostrate. The enormous drain of treasure in court
extravagance and successive wars had ruined trade ; by
military exhaustion, towns were nearly depopulated, and
tracts of country had gone out of cultivation. And yet,
to the last, Louis XIV. dazzled the eyes of his infatuated
subjects with a splendour which was contributing to
their destruction. There have been kings with grosser
vices, but none who wrought such incalculable mischief
on a whole people.



CHAPTER X
LOUIS XV.—I1715-1774

THE sons of Louis XIV., as has been said, pre-

deceased him. For a time, his heir-apparent was
his grandson, Louis, Duke of Burgundy, who, as pupil
of Fenelon, had shewn good talents and dispositions.
From papers which he wrote, there is a belief that he
contemplated a beneficial change in the constitution.
Fate determined otherwise. This hopeful prince died in
1712. He left two sons, the elder of whom survived
him only a month. The younger, born 15th February
1710, now became dauphin, and he succeeded to the
throne as Louis XV. in 1715, on the decease of his
great-grandfather. Here, again, was a child-king, and
consequently a minority. In cases of this kind, the
Parliament of Paris, in its capacity of guardian of the
state, performed the duty of selecting a regent. On
the present occasion it appointed the nearest prince of
the blood, Philippe I1., Duke of Orleans.

Minorities, it seems, were not deemed a serious mis-
fortune. They might be bad for the nation, but besides
being a novelty, which was a great matter, they offered
the double chance of a scramble for place, jobs, and
various kinds of court favour, according to the expec-
tations that might be formed, first of the regent, and






















































130 FRANCE.

deserting the dead sovereign’s ante-chamber, to come
and bow to the new power of Louis XVI. This ex-
traordinary tumult informed Marie Antoinette and her
husband that they were to reign ; and by a spontaneous
movement, which deeply affected those around them,
they threw themselves on their knees, and both, with
emotion, exclaimed: “O God! guide us, protect us;
we are too young to govern.”’



CHAPTER XI

LOUIS XVL—I774 TILL MEETING OF THE STATES-
GENERAL, 1780.

WHEN Louis XVI. ascended the throne by the

death of his grandfather in 1774, he was twenty
years of age, and Marie Antoinette, the queen, was one
year younger. Neither was practically acquainted with
public affairs. Louis had a somewhat bulky figure, but
he possessed a pleasing countenance, was humane in
disposition, and of unimpeachable morals. In his
habits he was retiring and studious. He had been well
" educated, and was a proficient in Latin and English.
He had a taste for mechanical pursuits, and, working
at a private forge, he was a good locksmith. In all
respects amiable, and economical in his expenditure, he
would have adorned a private station; but, deficient in
self-reliance and force of will, as well as practically
unskilled in public policy, he was unfitted to encounter
or to control the revolution about to burst on the
country.

Although Marie Antoinette did all in her power to
merit popular favour, she experienced a general dislike,
There was a hatred of Austria, of which she came in for
a share. About the court, she gave offence by trying to
set aside or modify the excessive etiquette which kept






















































1789.)  ELECTION OF STATES-GENERAL. 149

expected to accomplish his treacherous purposes.
Under his inspiration, malign scandals were fabricated
regarding the queen and royal family, plots were hatched
to undermine the government, and insurrectionary
excesses covertly promoted in the capital.

Though immersed in profligacies, the duke, in his
early married life, had not neglected the education of
his children, over whom he appointed, as governor and
instructress, Madame de Genlis, well known for her
numerous literary productions. One of her pupils was
the duke’s eldest son, who, as Duke de Chartres, took
some part in the revolutionary troubles, and ultimately
rose to temporary distinction as Louis-Philippe, king of
the French.

Notwithstanding the general fervour, the elections for
the States-general went off quietly. The members of
the tiers-état were almost wholly in the democratic -
interest ; a few of the nobles, including the Duke of
Orleans, and a considerable number of the inferior
clergy, were similarly so. It was clear that, if the plan
of deliberating and voting in one body was to be
adopted, there would be such a preponderance in favour
of the views of the tiers-état as to overwhelm the other
orders.







































CHAPTER XIIL

LOUIS XVI.—REVOLUTION CONTINUED, OCTOBER 1789
TO SEPTEMBER 1792.

ACCORDING to ordinary historians, the arrival of
the king in the palace of the Tuileries gave much
satisfaction to the Parisians; but, from the account of
Arthur Young, the change could not be very agreeable
to the royal family, who were watched as if they had
been criminals. He tells us, that when walkmg in the
gardens of the palace, the king was accompamed by six
grenadiers. The queen was similarly attended, and did
not appear to be in health. There was ‘a little garden
railed off, for the dauphin to amuse himself in, and a
small room built in it to retire to in case of rain; here
he was at work with his little hoe and rake, but not
without a guard or two of grenadiers. He is a very
pretty good-natured-looking boy of five or six years old,
with an agreeable countenance ; wherever he goes, all
hats are taken off to him, which I was glad to observe.
All the family being kept thus close prisoners, for such
they are in effect, affords at first view a shocking spec-
tacle.’” In the privacy of the palace, the queen occupied
herself in the education of her two children.
On coming to Paris, the Assembly held its sittings in
the palace of the archbishop, from which it speedily
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178 FRANCE,

which were borne through Paris on the points of pikes.
The massacre lasted from the 2d to the 6th, and about
eight thousand persons perished. Their bodies, thrown
into trenches, were afterwards lifted, and the skulls and
other bones conveyed to the extensive catacombs which
are excavated under a part of Paris. The wage of the
assassins was twenty-four francs, nearly a pound, a day,
which was' paid by the magistrates. No attempt was
made by the Assembly to stay the massacre, and the
citizens looked on with indifference while this infamous
scene was enacted by not more than three hundred of
the refuse of mankind. At Rheims and other places,
there were similar atrocities.

The massacres had been skilfully organised by the
Jacobins for an electioneering purpose. The days of
the Legislative Assembly were about to expire; a new
election was at hand, and it was important to secure
members of the most ardently republican type. The
scheme was successful. Robespierre, Danton, Camille
Desmoulins, Tallien, Anacharsis Clootz, Collot d’Her-
bois, Billaud Varennes, David, an eminent artist, and
the Duke of Orleans, who now called himself Philippe
Egalité, were among the deputies from Paris. The
Girondists were strong in numbers, but, being elected by
provincial constituencies, they had no support from the
Parisian populace, who now more than ever upheld the
power of the Jacobins.








































































































































































234 . FRANCE.

Vincennes, condemned to death, and immediately
_shot, zoth March. This murder remains a foul
blot on the memory of Napoleon, who afterwards,
on account of it, had to endure the pangs of remorse—
for it was clearly demonstrated to him that his inform-
ants had been mistaken in their surmises as to the
identity of the Duke d’Enghien with the person con-
cerned in the conspiracy. ;
Now comes a Fourtk Revolution. The Consulate,
like all the governments that preceded it, had not
realised expectations. The First Consul thought
he might assume the title of Emperor. France, he
alleged, wanted an empire as a symbol of permanent
security. An appeal was made by a plebiscite to the
nation. Upwards of 3,500,000 votes were given for the
proposed change ; only 3000 or 4000 voting against it.
On the 18th May 1804, Napoleon assumed the title of
Emperor of the French, at St Cloud. To give his
coronation an imposing religious character, Napoleon
invited Pius VII. to assist at the ceremonial, and the
pope with some hesitation assented. Notre Dame being
restored as well as possible after its calamities, and
grandly decorated, was appointed for the solemnity.
On the 2d December, in presence of the pope,
he put the imperial crown on his own head, and after-
wards crowned Josephine as empress. The ceremony
concluded with the pope officiating at mass. Thus, a
people who, in the frenzied pursuit of liberty, dethroned
and murdered their king in 1793, now, by universal
consent, within a space of less than twelve years, sub-
mitted to pass under the rule of a military autocrat.


























































































264 FRANCE.

Following up these successes, Wellington drove the
French out of Spain, 27th February 1814, and pursued
them to Toulouse, where he consummated his brilliant
victories over Soult. The allied Russian and German
armies having entered Paris, and Napoleon having
signed his abdication a few days before, this last battle
would not have been fought, but for the non-arrival
of intelligence regarding the momentous evemts at Paris.
For his important services, Wellington was raised to a
dukedom, and received an additional grant of £ 400,000,
with, for the thirteenth time, the thanks of parliament.

The treaty of peace, signed at Paris in 1814, was
followed in December the same year by the treaty of
Ghent, which secured peace between Great Britain and
the United States, after an unhappy war of two years
between these two countries concerning the right of
search. Thus in 1814, the people of England had
cause for rejoicing; they were, at length, after a long
and complicated contest, able to devote themselves to
the arts of peace.






























274 FRANCE.

the demoniac design of overwhelming all the states in
Europe, and making himself the supreme arbitrator, he
became, as has been seen, a menace and terror. Under
a sense of common danger, the reigning monarchs
united in hunting him down like a wild beast
Brought to bay after his ¢ Reign of a Hundred Days,’ as
it has been called, he was at length a friendless, helpless
fugitive, pacing the quarter-deck of a British war-vessel
in the harbour of Plymouth—waiting like & condemned
criminal for the judgment which should determine his
mortal and relancholy fate. What a climax, at forty-
six years of age, to a life of perverted opportunities of
well-doing !

Once more, Paris capitulated. On the 7th July,
Wellington and Bliicher made their triumphal entry
into the subjugated city ; the inhabitants being indulged
with the spectacle of English and Prussian drums
beating, and banners flying, as regiment after regiment
marched along the Boulevards. The provisional govern-
ment made an effort to resist the recall of the Bourbons,
but it was rendered ineffectual by the manceuvres of
Fouché; and, with the consent of the allied powers,
Louis XVIIIL resumed his residence at the Tuileries.
In this, as in the previous military occupation, no
private individual was molested. The English soldiers
behaved with such laudable propriety that they had
made themselves everywhere popular. Much of this
good reputation was due to Wellington, for, on all
occasions, he caused all matters of commissariat to be
honestly paid for; whereas the Prussians, as in the case
of the French armies, were too much given to the
practice of forcing requisitions, and leaving destruction
and mourning in their line of march.















1830]  EXPULSION OF THE BOURBOXS. 279

dauphin consenting to this act—but it was too late.
All the members of the Bourbon family were allowed to
depart quietly from the country. The Restoration had
been a complete disappointment to all who expected
that it would give permanent internal peace to France.
A Sixth Revolution was effected, and all again was in a
state of chaos,



CHAPTER XVIIL
LOUIS-PHILIPPE.—1830 TO 1848

HE Duke of Orleans, the infamous Philippe Egalité,
who represented the Orleans branch of the
Bourbons, left a family by his wife, the only daughter
and heiress of the wealthy Duke of Penthi¢vre. The
elder of his sons, Louis-Philippe, Duke de Chartres,
fought under Dumourier in the revolutionary army, and,
like that general, becoming assured that the cause of
moderation was lost, fled in 1793, and took refuge
among the Austrians. For a time, Louis-Philippe sup-
ported himself as a teacher in Switzerland ; he after-
wards travelled in America; and, in 1800, arrived in
England, where he and his brother took up their resi-
dence at Twickenham. On the Restoration, he proceeded
to France as Duke of Orleans, recovered his property,
and lived with his family at Neuilly, in the neighbour-
hood of Paris. Watching the course of events, he was
ready for any eventuality.

In the emergency of the convulsion of 1830, a
provisional government, composed of Lafitte, Lafayette,
Thiers, and other politicians, turned towards the Duke
of Orleans, whom it was proposed, in the first instance,
to invite to Paris to become lieutenant-general of the
kingdom, and afterwards, in a more regular manner, to
























CHAPTER XIX

THE SECOND REPUBLIC, SECOND EMPIRE, AND
NAPOLEON I1II.—1848 TO 1870.

THE Republic set up in 1848 bore a resemblance to

that which had disgraced France in 1793. Among
its promoters were men with Socialist tendencies,
who had become known as Red Republicans, from
the circumstance that, instead of the tricolour, they
desired to hoist a red flag, significant to many of
universal rapine, or at least of some very violent re-
organisation of society. Administered by Ledru Rollin,
Louis Blanc, Albert, Lamartine, and several others, the
provisional government had great difficulty in dealing
with this formidable class of anarchists. Only by
great tact did Lamartine prevail on them to forbear
hoisting the red flag. The tricolour, he told them,
had made the tour of the globe—the red had only
made the tour of the Champ de Mars! Obliged
to temporise with the frenzied notions of the rabble,
national work-shops were established in Paris, to give
employment and wages to all applicants; soon 60,000
names were enrolled as candidates; but the chief
work performed by these national labourers was
careering through the streets roaring revolutionary songs,


































































CHAPTER XX

THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTS—1870, 1871—
CONCLUSION.

WE have arrived at a point in our narrative where
: history is lost in the current of passing events—
events, however, which cannot but leave an indelible
impression on the memory of people now alive. What
can be more suggestive of the insecurity of human
greatness than that scene of turbulent passion and
ingratitude, when Napoleon III, after giving peace to
France, and promoting its matenal prosperity during a
period of eighteen years, was, at a moment of misfor-
tune, which at least called for sympathy, thrust aside
with every mark of disrespect, and a state of national
disorder inaugurated, of which no one can foresee the
end. Bad as things had been at the dismissal of
Louis-Philippe, they were now infinitely worse. A
foreign enemy, as exacting as powerful, was pursuing a
career of conquest in the country. The settled govern-
ment had been abruptly overthrown, and the duty of
repelling invasion, as well as of restoring order, was
assumed by a few unscrupulous politicians. With no
army in the field except some meagre fragments, and
certain roving irregular bands known as jfrancs-fireurs
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! 're?ect tay ptecipitéfe chapges it wore extraordinary .
. T Landh

urhiliating Jin arfy that have ygt occurred. In the

brightest vigw of affairefd'matters now stand, the country

.®  .canna save itself grom the guidlhce of despotic and

. cerftralised offieialism] because it, hag mot only,divested

¢ . e .itself o those eleménts of social stability on which a-

+ proper cBbstitutional government can be founded, but

. ¥ becagsg even its educated classes have not the faculty

L' to comprehend the restraints prescribed by a constitu-

* 9  tional system. Trading politicias may affect to desire,

“the populace in their misguided fury may proclaim, a

. republic. With that the degraded condition of France

is plainly incompatible. Call the government which is

sét up*by any name you please, it will be nothing but a

@  species of despotism. Nor, sad to say, can any improved

system of government be looked forward to, so long

as an unruly Parisian mob is suffered to overturn at
pleasure the rule generally preferred by the nation.

All persons of any feeling will sympathise with the

! French in their heavy afflictions. But, looking to the

past—and especially to the manner in which govern-

ment after government has been heedlessly and indeed

disgracefully laid in rmin—candour obliges us reluctantly

to remind them (in proverbial phrase) that they may

¢ Read their Sin in their Punishment.’ ~

THE END.
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